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Interaction and collaboration between the
elected leaders and the public is important for

effective Governance: Minister K Shyam
DIPR
Imphal, Oct. 9,
Min iste r  of  CAF & P D,
Reven ue,  Kar am Shyam
expressed that the State will
develop if the public co-
or d in ate with  the
Government in minimizing
and checking the mistakes
of the politicians from the
grassroots level to the top.
He  was  ta lk ing o n  the
im por tan ce of  con stant
interaction of the public with
the elected leaders in order
to  pro pel  th e pr esent
society towards progress
an d developm ent whi le
gracing the Second Special
Gram Sabha of Langthabal
Mantrikhong Naorem Leikai
Gram Panchayat  as Chief
Guest at Keibung Oinam
Leikai yesterday.
Pr adhan o f  Langthab al
Mantrikhong Naorem Leikai
Gram Panchayat, Aheibam
Su nan da; Zil la Par ish ad
Member  of  Imphal West,
Laishram Roshan and senior
citizen  and social worker,
Laishram Ibohal also shared
the dais with the Minister at
the function as President
an d Gues ts o f  Hono ur
respectively.
Br eif ing  med ia per son s,
Minister Karam Shyam drew
the attention of the public to
stop  the bad  hab it of
cr iti cizing  o ther s and
ov er lo okin g o ur  o wn
mistakes .  “Lets  stop
blaming others, lets instead
try to inculcate a sense of
re spo nsib ili ty and  wo rk
together by supporting and
correcting each  other”,  he

said.
Highlighting that the current
po lit ica l s ystem needs
change as it seems to favour
th e o ppo rtun ist s and
victimize th e t imid  and
selfless altruists , he stated
that there is need to change
the election  and  political
system to  br ing  mo re
tr ans par ency  an d  b etter
administration in the State.
Governance is a tough task
that requires sacrifice and
keeping the overall interest
and welfare of the society
ab ove  se lf - in te res t and
pe rso nal  gains,  he  al so
stated .
He also expressed regret that
the Direct Benefit Transfer
schemes cannot still be fully
actualized  due to  cer tain
reasons, he said.

He  al so  appealed  the
masses to collaborate and
support with  the elected
leaders by acknowledging
the significance of the Gram
Sabha and to  give whole-
hearted public participation.
He  al so  stated  tha t the
public should  not stay as
silen t spectators to mob-
lynching incidents and try
render their civic duty if
possible.
Zi lla Par ish ad  Memb er
Laishram Roshan stressed
th at the bas ic r eas on
hampering development is
the shortage of funds due
to the devolution of power
and finance to them.
“At present, we get only 3%
funds instead of 10% that
the State f inance should
provide us.    MNREGA is

going backward due to it”,
he stated.
Staff  of  Hor ticu ltu re
Depar tmen t,  Len in
Kh wai rak pam gave  a
br ief ing o n  the v ar io us
schemes taken up by their
Depar tment,  creation  of
water sources & Human
Resou rce  Dev elo pment
during the functions.
Pr imary Hea lth  Centr e,
Kakwa staff , N Roji also
sh ared  h er  expe r ti se
kn owledge on  making
health  car ds using
AADHAR cards  fo r  the
disables and widows.
Members and ex-members
of Langthabal Mantrikhong
Naorem Leikai  Gr am
Panchayat, senior citizens
and its locals took part in
the meetings  .

DIPR
Imphal, Oct. 9

Educa tion  Min ister
Thokchom Radhes hyam,
yesterday,  laid  the
found ation  ston es of
Government Engineer ing
College and  Model
Residential Scho ol at
Khangarok, Heirok.
He said  that the  Model
Residential School is being
constr ucted  unde r  the
Minori ty Concentr ations
Block .  The Minister  was
speaking at the Foundation
Stone laying Cer emony
organized by the Department
of Education.  He said  that
out of  seven  resid ential
schools to be constructed in
Manipur for Thoubal district
the school is being built at
Heirok along with a hundred
bedded hostels each.
Th. Radheshyam said  that
upgrading the Residential
Schools f rom VIII to  XII
standard , especially meant
for the girl child belonging to
econom ically min ority
section of the society was
propo sed  voicin g the
campaign of ‘Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao’ emphasizing on
the need to let the students
have complete minimum
educat ion  of  up  to  XII
standard. He explained that
thus the Residential schools
have now been upgraded to
class XII being approved by
the Ministry of  HRD, the
students presently studying
in IXth standard can study
upto XII standard in the same
school.  In Manipur all the
nine Residential Schools
including eleven KGBV has
been upgraded, he added.

Education Minister lays foundation stone for
Govt. Engg. College & Model Residential School

The Minister said  that the
HRD Minister  Pr akash
Javad ekar  was  also
highlighted  abou t the
necess ity of  in tro ducing
another  university in the
State as the passing out
number of  students f rom
colleges outnumbered the
seat capacity of  Manipur
University. He explained that
the Dhanamanjuri University
and the Gover nment
Engineering College were
both approved by the HRD
Minist ry af ter  g iv ing
assurance and agreeing to
the proposal of the Ministry
that no issue will r ise in
regards to the land required
for the construction of the
institutions.
He said  that both  the
educat ional institu tions
being in tr oduced  in
Khangarok  will no t only
boost edu cational

competence of the area and
Manipur as a whole but will
also  increase economic
activities of the people of the
surrounding villages.  The
college and the school being
located at this far corner of
the village will also lead to
the development of  the
connec ting route of  the
village to the location. For
fast progress in  the
development o f  the
institutions,  the Minister
sought  the suppo rt and
cooperation from the people
for  carrying ou t the
constr uction  and  o ther
infrastructural development
work of the institutions.
Vice Chairm an,  Manipur
Infrastructure Development
Agency (MIDA), O. Lukhoi
said that the Government of
India  is giv ing  huge
emphas is in  education
sector, the most important

secto r  for  the human
resource development. He
added that the college and
the s chool are being
provided as per the need and
importance of the State.
Director Education (S), Th.
Kirankumar Singh said that
when the new co llege
becomes fully functional, it
will help the State’s inspiring
students to pursue in  the
field of Engineering.
The Minister who is also the
MLA of Heirok also assured
the people that cer tain
develo pmental wo rks in
relatio ns to  agr icu lture,
fishery and connectivity will
be taken in the village. The
Foundation  Stone Laying
Ceremony organized by the
Department of  Education
was attended by dignitaries,
concerned off icials of the
Department of  Education
and locals.

Agency
New Delhi, Oct. 9
Masood Azhar, the chief of
the Pakistan-based terrorist
organisation  Jai sh-e-
Mohammed (JeM), has been
confined to bed with a life-
threatening condition, Indian
intelligence officials said, and
the pr oscr ibed  Deobandi
outfit is now operationally
div ided  between h is two
younge r  bro thers ,  Rauf
Asghar and Athar Ibrahim,
who continue to  carry out
jihadist attacks on India and
Afghanistan.
Azhar,  50,  is  suf fer ing
ailments that have affected
his spinal cord and kidney,
the officials added, declining
to elaborate.
In telligence off icials, who
asked not to be identified,
said Azhar is believed to have
been  treated for his sp inal
cord and renal condition at
the Co mbined Mil itary
Hospital in Rawalpindi, and
that the jihadist leader has
been bedridden for at least a
year and a half.
Indian  d ip lomats Agency
spoke to could not confirm
Azhar’s illness but said the
terror ist leader,  whose
designation by UN as global

Pakistan-based JeM chief Masood Azhar bed-
ridden for months with life-threatening ailment

terrorist (a move sponsored
by India)  was b locked by
China, had not been sighted
in public either in his home
town Bhawalpur or anywhere
else in Pakistan.
That makes India’s job easier,
one expert added. “There is
no need  to  India to give
concessions to Beijing over
design ation  of  Azhar  as
global  terror ist as the
terrorist has been struck with
debilitating illness,” said a
senior  counter- terror ism
official based in the Capital.
A dreaded Islamist, Indian
off ic ials hold  Azhar
responsible for a string of
su icide terror  attacks on
Indian soil including the 2001
attack on  Par liament, the
2005 attack in Ayodhya and
the 2016 attack on Pathankot
airbas e.  Though these
attack s were par tially
successful, they were aimed
to  either  force In dia to
in itiate armed hostilities
against Pakistan or  cause
communal conflagration in
India.
Azhar was freed by India and
transported to Kandahar in
exchan ge for  h ijacked
passen gers of  IC- 814 in
1999; that h ijacking was

suppor ted  by the  then
Taliban and al- Qaeda chiefs
and the ISI.
The 814 hijacking was carried
out by Athar Ibrahim, who is
now handling terror strikes in
Afghanis tan  and
Baluchistan from the Khyber
Pakhtunkhw a region ,
according to officials. The
Jaish  operation  in
Afghan istan  has jo ined
hands with Taliban,  with
whom it shares Deobandi
ideology, for attacks against
the Ashraf  Ghani
gover nment in  Ghazni
province in August.
Azhar’s other brother, Rauf
Asghar has taken over terror
operat ions against  India
particularly in the state of
Jammu and Kashmir. India
and the US are currently
discussing moves to brand
Asghar a global terrorist by
the Trump administration
and the UN 1267 committee,
say in telligence off icials.
Jaish is also acting as an arm
of Pakistan deep state and is
involved, according to the
off icia ls,  in  neutr alising
Baluch i tr ibal l eaders
opposed to Islamabad and
Rawalpindi GHQ (general
headquarters).

New Delhi, Oct. 9

The Indian Army’s first step
towards becoming a ‘leaner
and meaner’ force is set to
begin  on  Tuesday as top
commanders in the force are
set to discuss operational
challenges and other reform
initiatives during a week-long
conference in New Delhi.
The officers will brainstorm
on var ious issues ranging
from operations and
administration to logistics and
human resources during the
meet from October 9-15, an
official statement said. The
previous Army Commanders’
Conference was held in April
2018.
Commanders and directorates
in Army Headquarters will
debate in a co llegiate on
important studies that have
been initiated to meet future
operational challenges at the
conclave.  There are four
studies examining the
operational and optimization
issues of  Army and the
headquarters, as well as that
of  human resources
management aspects, the
statement said.

Army Commanders’ meet to
discuss ‘leaner and meaner’ force

to begin in New Delhi today
The studies aim to improve
the teeth to tail ratio, with the
purpose of strengthening the
structures within the Army, to
make it combat ready for the
future, it added. Issues related
to reform initiatives in the
force are also expected to be
discussed at the meet. ‘Tooth
to tail’ ratio (T3R) is a military
term that refers to the number
of military personnel it takes
to supply and support (tail)
each combat soldier (tooth).
Simply put, the T3R in the
Army is the ratio of fighting
arms, which wage the actual
battle such as the infantry and
the armoured wings, to the
support serv ices v iz.
logistics,  signals, and
ordnance.
India has the world’s third-
largest standing Army and in
order to make it a leaner and
meaner f ighting force, the
then Chief of the Army Staff,
General Dalbir Singh Suhag
had ordered  a h igh- level
study to  determine and
recommend measures to
improve its tooth-to-tail ratio.
Army Chief General Bipin
Rawat and top commanders
had last month held detailed

discussions on ways to make
the force “leaner and
meaner”,  which included
carrying out an  extensive
organisational restructuring
and also downsizing of the
force.
India’s Defence Ministry has
announced a series of reform
measures for  the Army,
including redeployment of
near ly 57,000 officers and
other  ranks as well as
ensuring better utilisation of
resources.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court on Monday termed the
Indian Army’s practice of
having only women in its
nursing service as “gender
discrimination”.
“It is gender discrimination,
only the other way round,” a
bench of  Chief  J ustice
Rajendra Menon and Justice
V K Rao observed af ter it
was in formed tha t male
nurses were not recru ited
in to  the Army’s n ursing
branch.
The court gave the Centre two
months time to take a decision
on the issue and set the date
for the next hearing on the
matter on 21 January 2019.

Srinagar, Oct 9

Most of the higher reaches
in Kashmir received fresh
snowfall while plains were
lashed  by rains Tuesday,
forcing the closure of the
Srinagar-Leh nat ional
highway, officials said.
An of f icial o f  the
Meteo rological (MeT)
depar tment here  said
Sonamarg,  Zojilla  Pass,
Amarnath Cave, Affarvat in
Gulmarg, Mughal Road and
many o ther  areas in  the
higher reaches have received
fresh snowfall.
There are reports of snowfall
in most areas in the higher
reaches in Kashmir, he said.
The p lains of  the valley,
including summer capital

Srinagar, received rains, the
official said.
Owing to snowfall and rains
on Zojilla Pass, traffic on the
Srinagar-Leh nat ional
h igh way has been
suspended.
A Traffic department official
said traffic has been stopped

Fresh snowfall in higher reaches of Kashmir
on the highway on both sides
as a precautionary measure
in the wake of snowfall.
He said due to snowfall on
the Mughal Road, traffic on
the alternate road-link, which
connects Kashmir Valley with
Jammu and the rest of the
country, has been stopped.

Muzaffarnagar, Oct 9

Two students have been
arrested for impersonating
BJP MP Sanjeev Balyan from
Uttar  Pradesh’s
Muzaffarnagar, police said on
Tuesday.
The students used to give

instructions to senior state
officials by making phone
calls posing as the BJP MP,
Super in tendent of  Police
Ombir Singh said.
During investigation, police
seized their mobile phone and
arrested them on Monday, he
said.

Two arrested for impersonating
BJP MP in UP


